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SYLLABUS 
Radow College of Humanities and Social Sciences
Department of English
ENGL 1101:  Composition I
Fall 2024

	
ENGL 1101: COMPOSITION I  

This is a Core IMPACTS course that is part of the Writing area.

Core IMPACTS refers to the core curriculum, which provides students with essential knowledge in foundational academic areas. This course will help master course content, and support students’ broad academic and career goals. 

This course should direct students toward a broad Orienting Question:
· How do I write effectively in different contexts?

Completion of this course should enable students to meet the following Learning Outcomes:  
· Students will communicate effectively in writing, demonstrating clear organization and structure, using appropriate grammar and writing conventions.
· Students will appropriately acknowledge the use of materials from original sources.
· Students will adapt their written communications to purpose and audience.
· Students will analyze and draw informed inferences from written texts.

Course content, activities and exercises in this course should help students develop the following Career-Ready Competencies:
· Critical Thinking
· Information Literacy
· Persuasion




Course Information
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Class meeting time: M/W/F 10:10 – 11:00 a.m.
Modality: Kennesaw Campus / Face 2 Face
Location: Kennesaw Hall 2107
Syllabus is also posted in D2L 

Instructor Information
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Name: Kathryn Bledsoe
Email: kbledso7@kennesaw.edu
Office Location: Kennesaw Campus, University Hall (UH) Room 117
Office phone: 470-578-6297 (English Office)
Office Hours: MW 8:00 a.m. - 8:45 a.m. or F 8:00 – 9:45 a.m. or by appointment
Preferred method of communication: KSU Outlook email (if you email me through D2L, my response could be delayed)

Course Description 
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ENGL 1101 focuses on skills required for effective writing in a variety of contexts, with emphasis on exposition, analysis, and argumentation. Also includes introductory use of a variety of research skills. Credit hours: 3.

Course Materials
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Required Texts: We will be using open access textbook material; the digital links will be provided on our class D2L page in the weekly modules. Students are not required to buy any textbooks for this class.

However, students are expected to be prepared for each in-person class by bringing their own pen, paper, and/or expected printouts of work, per assignment instructions.

Technology requirements: Proficiency in Word, PowerPoint; internet access to D2L.

Learning Outcomes
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ENGL 1101 satisfies one of Kennesaw State University’s general education program requirements. It addresses the written communication general education learning outcome(s). The learning outcome states: students will write and communicate at a college level in various modes, media, and/or rhetorical contexts.  For more information about KSU’s General Education program requirements and associated learning outcomes, please visit 2024-2025 Undergraduate Catalog

Upon completion of ENGL 1101, students will be able to…
1. Practice writing in situations where print and/or electronic texts are used, examining why and how people choose to write using different technologies.
2. Interpret the explicit and implicit arguments of multiple styles of writing from diverse perspectives.
3. Practice social aspects of the writing process by critiquing your own work and the work of your colleagues.
4. Analyze how style, audience, social context, and purpose shape your writing in electronic and print spaces.
5. Craft diverse types of texts to extend your thinking and writerly voice across styles, audiences, and purposes.


Course Requirements and Assignments
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Here is the grading breakdown for your work this semester. For each assignment, you will be given specific guidelines. Please submit all assignments via D2L.

· Narrative Essay (15% of final grade)
· Rhetorical Analysis Essay (20% of final grade)
· Argument Essay (20% of final grade)
· Essay Prep Work Assignments (20% of final grade)
· Other Assignments/Participation (20% of final grade)
· Writing Process Reflection (5% of final grade). 

Evaluation and Grading Policies
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As a stakeholder in your own learning, you will submit assignments either in class or in D2L (I will tell you where each assignment should be submitted). I will provide feedback for your discussion posts, assignments, and the three papers you will compose as promptly as possible to build your understanding of the composition process.

You will be expected to use MLA format for all essay submissions, and all assignments must be submitted in Google Docs, unless otherwise instructed.

You earn grades based on guidelines for each assignment; I will provide you with clear guidelines so that you will know exactly how to earn specific grades.

GRADING SCALE:
90% - 100% A
80% - 89% B
70% - 79% C
60% - 69% D
0% - 59% F

I will round up grades if they are > or = .5 or above, for example, an 89.6 is an A, but 79.2 is a C.

Course Policies
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Attendance Policy

Each aspect of this course builds upon itself, and each lesson and assignment will help you complete later assignments. If you are expected to attend a KSU event (athletic game, ROTC, etc.) or family vacation on the day of an assignment deadline, you should plan to submit your work before the due date. Once an assignment is closed, you are not allowed to go back to complete it. Completion of each module every week is required for successful completion of this class. Because writing courses depend on class discussion, group work, peer review, and practice in certain skills in addition to lecture and presentation, you should attend all classes and on time. Make-up work will be given on a case-by-case basis. If you are a dual-enrollment student, and you must miss class for a required school-related function, please give me prior notice and documentation. 

I will keep attendance records for advisement purposes only. Please pick up your name tent on your way into class and leave it with me as you exit. You can keep track of your attendance record for this class on our class D2L page under the Attendance tab. If you come in late after I’ve already taken attendance, please email me to mark you as tardy instead of absent. I recommend you check this record daily for accuracy. If you have a question about your attendance record, email your questions to me. If you need to leave class early for any reason, please be courteous by informing me of such departure in advance. 



Late Work
A penalty of ten points per day will be applied to an assignment grade for a late submission, as follows:

· Up to 24 hours past the due date/time: -10 points
· Between 24-48 hours past the due date/time: -20 points
· Between 48-72 hours past the due date/time: -30 points

I will not accept late work more than 72 hours (3 days) after the scheduled due date and time. 

What about an emergency or unforeseen circumstance?

You may “cash in” one free Owl-lowance extension for an essay or prep work assignment, as explained in class and in the Grades section of our class D2L page.  “Free” means you don’t need to give an excuse for using this extension. 

However, once your Owl-lowance has been used, any other extension request must be made by email at least 24 hours before that assignment’s posted due date/time and be accompanied by a completed Extension Request Form. Extensions other than the Owl-lowance are not guaranteed and will only be considered based upon instructor discretion and will require documentation.

Getting Technical Help 
For issues with technical difficulties, please contact the Student Helpdesk: 
· fill out a service form, 
· email: studenthelpdesk@kennesaw.edu, or 
· call 470-578-3555.
New Students Technology Services: Steps that will help you meet the technological requirements of the University. 

NOTE: Any request for assignment make-ups due to technical issues MUST be accompanied by the ticket number received from UITS when the problem was reported to them. The ticket number will document the time and date of the problem. You MUST e-mail your instructor within 24 hours of the technical difficulty if you wish to request a make-up.

An Important Note About Maintaining a Scholarship
Earning an A or B in this class is your responsibility. If you are concerned about your HOPE Scholarship or any other merit-based scholarship, you should remember that completing all assignments—and submitting them on time—is the best way to try to keep a scholarship. I will not discuss your scholarships with you nor inflate grades. To be fair, I do not give scholarship recipients any more credit or consideration than students who are not scholarship recipients.
Instructor Contact / Questions & Concerns
You are encouraged to meet with me to discuss plans for writing assignments as well as general progress in the course at any point during the semester. See page 2 of this syllabus under Instructor Information for office hours days and times, or you may schedule an appointment to meet with me virtually.

Feel free also to contact me via e-mail. I will respond to your emails during business hours within 24 hours during the week (Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.), or by Monday afternoon for emails sent to me on the previous Friday, Saturday, or Sunday. Please include your class section number in your email; not including your class section number will delay a response to your email.

Please review all assignment-related documents, the schedule of assignments, and related announcements before emailing me for clarification. Further, please keep your emails professional in tone and language use (i.e., no texting language).

Turnitin.com and Academic Integrity
Turnitin.com will be used for some assignments submitted on D2L, and this feature includes an artificial intelligence (AI) detector. Students agree that by taking this course, all required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to Turnitin.com for the detection of plagiarism. All submitted papers will be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers. Use of the Turnitin.com service is subject to the Terms and Conditions of Use posted on the Turnitin.com site. 

Standards of academic integrity apply to all work submitted in this class. Please note that I do not accept
· essays or work done in high school,
· essays or work done in another college class, and/or
· essays or work that do not give credit to source material, including acknowledging AI use.

AI Use
You will be expected to use AI generative tools for certain assignments in this class, following the instructor’s permissions and directions, and only using it on assignments where AI tools are allowed. 

Be aware that all AI generative tools tend to make up incorrect facts and fake citations, code generation models tend to produce inaccurate outputs, and image/art generation tools can produce copied work or offensive products. You will be responsible for any inaccurate, biased, offensive, or otherwise unethical content you submit regardless of whether it originally comes from you or an AI tool. 

If you use an AI tool, its contribution must be credited in your submission. The use of an AI tool without acknowledgement is cheating and constitutes a violation of the KSU Code of Academic Integrity.

Learning Statement
Writing and learning are methods of communication that are inherently conversational, democratic, and sometimes digital. We will practice these types of learning in our course. What this means for you:

You are a vital and respected member of our community.
You will participate authentically in our work as a stakeholder in your own writing growth. 
Your voice is important because it drives our interactions as a group.


Institutional Policies
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Federal, BOR, & KSU Required Syllabus Policies

KSU Student Resources
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This link contains information on help and resources available to students: KSU Student Syllabus Resources

KSU Writing Center
Visiting the KSU Writing Center makes writing for any class easier and more effective. A friendly peer writing assistant will work with you in person or online to help you develop a topic, organize your research, revise and edit drafts, document your sources, and more. The Writing Center also includes the English Language Program (ELP), which provides tutoring in writing, speaking, and reading for individuals whose primary language is not English.

In addition to 1:1 support, the Writing Center offers weekly workshops; free online writing resources; and book, writing, and D&D clubs. Go to writingcenter.kennesaw.edu to learn more and to schedule an appointment, or visit English 219 on the Kennesaw campus or Johnson 101 on the Marietta campus.

***I will give you more information on ways to earn extra credit for scheduling a peer tutoring session with a Writing Assistant or attending a Writing Workshop. 

Course Schedule
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This schedule of assignments may be revised and updated as the class progresses. Students will be notified of any changes via an announcement on D2L. 

Course Content Overview Fall 2024

	Week 
	Content Covered
	Major Assignments

	Week 1: August 12-18
	Syllabus policies and procedures
Course overview and introduction
	

	Week 2: August 19-25
	Genre, Identity, and Culture; The Rhetorical Situation
	

	Week 3: August 26 - Sept 1
	Literacy and the Narrative Essay; Paragraph Organization; Language
	

	Week 4: Sept 4-6
	Audience and Style; Drafting a Literacy Narrative
	

	Week 5: Sept 9-15
	Formatting and Citing; Peer Review; Revising 
	

	Week 6: Sept 23-29
	Reflection on Narrative Essay; Concept of Rhetorical Analysis
	Literacy Narrative Essay

	Week 7: Sept 30 – Oct 6
	Rhetorical Analysis and Critical Reading; Rhetorical Appeals
	

	Week 8: Oct 7-13
	Analyzing a Visual Argument; Rhetoric in Writing
	

	Week 9: Oct 14-20
	Fallacies; Drafting a Rhetorical Analysis
	

	Week 10: Oct 21-27
	Analyzing an Advertisement; Peer Review; Revising
	Rhetorical Analysis Essay

	Week 11: Oct 28 – Nov 3
	Evaluating a News Segment
	

	Week 12: Nov 4-10
	Reverse Outlining and Argument
	

	Week 13: Nov 11-17
	Drafting an Evaluation Argument
	

	Week 14: Nov 18-24
	Peer Review; Revising
	

	Week 15: Dec 2-8
	Reflection
	Evaluation Argument Essay

	Exams: Dec 9-15
	No Final Exam
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