English 081 Course Syllabus and Schedule
General Course Details 
Course Full Title: Advanced-Level English.
Delivery Method: Blended – In person and online, Brightspace.
Course dates: Sept 3 – Dec 19, 2025. 
Calendar Description: University preparatory course that develops skills in the writing process, reading, critical thinking, literary analysis, research, grammar, and oral communications. Emphasis is placed on developing essay writing skills. Note: This course is not designed for English Language Studies students.
Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
1. Read and respond critically to literature, essays, and other topical readings.
2. Apply pre-writing, revising, and editing skills in order to produce paragraphs and essays in a variety of rhetorical modes.
3. Gather, evaluate, and organize information into a research assignment.
4. Participate effectively in oral/aural communications and deliver an effective oral presentation to inform or persuade.
5. Apply appropriate study skills, including summarizing, note-taking, and test-taking strategies.

Instructor Details	
Instructor: Christine Bell
Email: christine.bell@ufv.ca
Office Hours: Scheduled by appointment.
Required Texts
1. Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi 
You can find the above in the UFV bookstore. Other texts and course materials will be provided online.
Free, helpful online grammar guides can be found at: 
www.englishgrammar.org/rules-review
https://chompchomp.com/terms.htm 
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLSQl0a2vh4HCBK6dHaH_IDcD7pqketGEg






Evaluation Methods and Weighting
Practice Paragraphs: 15%
Short Story Terms Quiz: 5%
Multi-paragraph Assignment: 10%
Research Outline: 5%
Research Essay: 20%
Oral Presentation: 20%
Final In-Class Novel Essay: 25%
	
Guidelines for Course Work
Course Format Requirements:
You will need to: 
1. Access Brightspace (UFV’s learning management system)
2. Open, upload files and download files (.docx, & .pdf)
3. View content and watch videos on Brightspace
4. Deliver a presentation to your peers
5. Be self-directed and participate in class and online each week
6. Work Collaboratively 

If you struggle with the basic requirements above, you can book free peer tutors with the university for one-on-one support. 

Attendance (UFV Policy 62: Attendance)
You are required to attend the first meeting if the class in which you are registered. Students who fail to attend the first meeting of a class in which they are registered, and who do not notify the instructor in advance, may be withdrawn from a course, at the discretion of the instructor.
Guidelines:
For optimal results, please plan to spend 6 hours per week for readings and assignments. Assignments are handed in online in Brightspace. Our course delivery is blended, in person and online, so you need to ensure you can navigate the online portion (submitting assignments, reading feedback, etc.). Class attendance is not mandatory but is strongly encouraged. Please be aware of the due dates for assignments. I will provide feedback online in Brightspace and will expect that you will incorporate this feedback into your next assignments. Please read all instructions carefully. Re-writes are not permitted. The only way we improve our literacy is by reading and writing! 
Due dates are in the course schedule below. If there are any changes, I will let you know through Brightspace announcements and in class. Please check your UFV student email each day.
There are a few mandatory classes, such as the presentation days and final exam days. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure they can attend these days to meet the learning outcomes. A failure to do so could negatively impact overall grades. If a student is unable to attend to these mandatory dates, alternate arrangements need to be made prior to the missed date. Please see the schedule below.   
Please do not email me assignments. Assignments are only accepted through Brightspace. If the assignment has closed online, then you have missed the submission due date. If you require more time, an extension must be requested and granted before the due date through email. If the assignment has closed on Brightspace, you can no longer turn it in for marks. Technical difficulties are not an excuse for missing due dates. If you are having any computer difficulties, you must sort these out prior to the due date with UFV IT helpdesk in person, or online: https://itservicedesk.ufv.ca/TDClient/52/ITServicesPortal/Home/
Students taking online courses are responsible for providing and having access to technology. In the event of a personal technology failure, students may access public computers, which can be found at the UFV libraries or computer labs on any campus. Visit the UFV website for library and computer lab hours.
Please note: There is an oral component to the course. You will need to be in class for your oral presentation and to conduct the classroom interviews. If you are unable to meet this requirement, it will impact your success on that assignment. 
Your assignments should include your name, date, and the name of the assignment. They must be in a Microsoft Word or PDF document (.doc/.docx/.pdf), 12 pt font, and double-spaced.
Please do not hesitate to ask me for help with assignments right away. Email is the best way to reach me! 
Communication: Any announcements, class cancellations, or course reminders will be sent out over Brightspace/email. Please check for these.
To ensure fairness and to accurately assess your own learning, this course does not allow the use of generative AI tools such as ChatGPT, Claude, Copilot, Gemini, Grammarly, and similar genAI models for any course activities or assignments. Note that many of these tools have been built into common search sites such as Google and Bing, so be discerning and judicious in your use of these tools as well.  
Submitting an assignment that has been created, structured, drafted, translated, revised, or edited by a genAI tool is a violation of UFV’s Academic Misconduct Policy #70: https://www.ufv.ca/calendar/current/General/RegulationsAndPolicies.htm 
If you are having personal difficulties of any kind, please visit https://www.ufv.ca/student-services/ for a list of current student services.
All policies are available at www.ufv.ca/secretariat/policies/. 
Please visit https://www.ufv.ca/fineaid/ for access to Scholarships, Awards, and Bursaries.  
Please see the course schedule below. Record the due dates of the assignments in your personal calendar.


Tentative Course Schedule:
The following is subject to change. Please watch for course announcements. I will release readings and course materials a week early so that you may work at your own pace. 
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	Learning Outcomes/Topics
	Readings
	Assignment Due

	Week One
Sept 8 - 12
	Course Outline

	Course Outline

	Log into Brightspace!  Read over course outline. Write down due dates.

	Week Two
Sept 15 - 19 
	Types of Writing 

	Types of Writing

	View “Types of writing” PowerPoint
Sept 23: Narrative Writing Paragraph due 

	Week Three 
Sept 22 - 26
	Types of Writing 

	Types of Writing
Formatting Lesson
	View “Types of writing” PowerPoint
Oct 7: Descriptive Writing Paragraph due

	Week Four
Sept 29 – Oct 3
UFV Closed No Class
	-
	-
	-

	Week Five 
Oct 6 - 10 
	Short Stories: Identity
Types of Writing
	“An Uncertain Journey on a Jagged Road” 
	Read Short Story
Oct 14: Persuasive Paragraph due 


	Week Six
Oct 13 - 17 
	Literary Terms
	Literary terms
“The Lottery” Shirley Jackson
Multi-paragraph writing

	Oct 21: Literary Terms Quiz Due 


	Week Seven 
Oct 20 - 24 
	Grammar Day 

	Workshop with Practice 
	Oct 28: Multi-Paragraph Assignment due

	Week Eight 
Oct 27 - 31
	Passion Project
	Research Project and Materials
	Nov 4: Research outline due

	Week Nine
Nov 3 - 7 
	Passion Project 
	One-on-One
Essay or Presentation help
	Due: Research Essay Nov 11 

	Week Ten
Nov 10 - 14 
UFV Closed No Class
	-
	-
	Nov 18: Oral Presentation Due

	Week Eleven 
Nov 17 – 21
Attendance Mandatory Nov. 18
	Presentations Due 
	-
	Presentation Day!  

	Week Twelve
Nov 24 - 28
	Novel
	Persepolis Marjane Satrapi
	Background Information 
Read ½ Novel – Novel Chat 

	Week Thirteen
Dec 1 - 5
	Novel
	Persepolis Marjane Satrapi
	Finish Reading Novel
Final Exam Prep

	Week Fourteen
Dec 8 – 12 
Attendance Mandatory: FINAL EXAM DAY 
	Novel
	Persepolis Marjane Satrapi
	Attendance Mandatory: FINAL EXAM DAY

	Week Fifteen
Dec 15 - 19
	Online Delivery 
	Self-Assessment 
	Dec 16: Self-Assessment in Brightspace 






